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1. La investigación exhaustiva y transdisciplinaria de los procesos de urbanización
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replaced by dwellings. The same goes for Place Saint-Michel, where shops have 
given way to lots of cafés and snack bars. The neighbourhood’s “elders” lament 
the departure of these businesses, which has greatly reduced the diversity of 
neighbourhood shop signs. A long-time resident thus tells us: “Previously, on the 
square, there was watchmaker, a photographer, a butcher and an ironmonger, 
and nowadays, even if there are still plenty of businesses, there are a lot less”26.

Economic Factors
The Saint-Michel neighbourhood has a large number of ethnic businesses. The 
installation of numerous foreign shops in Saint-Michel represents an essential 
resource for the North African population and, to a certain extent, for Sub-Saharan 
 African residents27. These businesses offer certain job opportunities, and they 
also enable many foreigners to purchase traditional products at better prices, 
and above all to enjoy advantageous payment conditions, i.e., credit: in Saint-
Michel shops owned by foreigners, the practice of offering credit is common, 
and overall payments are authorized at the end of each month. “When people 
know you in Saint-Michel, you can do your shopping with nothing in your 
pocket”. Similarly, North African, Portuguese and Turkish restaurants offer 
really affordable prices, which at the same time attract French customers 
who appreciate foreign specialities; but they also enable immigrants in the 
neighbourhood and in particular people living on their own, to eat according 
to their tastes and for less money.  

t h e  t w o  p o l e s  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t y  o f  s a i n t  m i c h e l  a r e 

i t s  t w o  m a r k e t s ,  s a i n t  m i c h e l ,  m a n a g e d  b y  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y, 

a n d  c a p u c i n s ,  m a n a g e d  p r i v at e ly  b u t  c o n s i d e r e d  o f  ' p u b l i c 

i n t e r e s t ' .   t h e r e  i s  a  s e c o n d  i n d o o r  m a r k e t  i n  t h e  c o u r s 

v i c t o r  h u g o  w h i c h  i s  fa r  l e s s  p o p u l a r .  d i f f e r e n t  c o n s u m p t i o n 

p at t e r n s  a p p e a r :  w h i l e  s t u d e n t s  u s e  t h e  s u p e r m a r k e t  f o r  d a i ly 

g r o c e r i e s ,  i m m i g r a n t s  t e n d  t o  s h o p  i n  s m a l l  c o m m e r c e s ,  w h e r e 

t h e r e  i s  a n  a lt e r n at i v e  o f  m i c r o c r e d i t s  i f  t h e y  d o n ' t  h a v e 

m o n e y.  s t  m i c h e l' s  m a r k e t  i s  a l s o  p o p u l a r  a m o n g  i m m i g r a n t s :  

s o m e  o f  t h e m  b u y  g o o d s  i n  t h e  i n f o r m a l  m a r k e t  

t h at  a r e  n o t  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  f r a n c e  t o  t r a v e l  

b a c k  t o  t h e i r  h o m e  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  r e - s e l l  t h e m .

S T  M I C H E L

m e a n s  o f  e c o n o m i c  e x c h a n g e



x







Research Tasks 
And Goals
The new relationship between 
the state and municipalities have 
also stimulated a reconfiguration 
of the relationship between the 
municipality and local private 
and semi-private institutions in 
one hand and the civil society 
in the other. Nevertheless the 
body of governance has pointed 
towards a system of barely fair 
structure bringing serious treats 
to disfranchised groups and 
marginalized city areas. The 
instruments and methods of urban 
restructuring in low-income and 
problematic neighborhoods have 
stimulating in many occasions 
undesired conditions (massive 
demolition, tenants displacement, 
rupture of communities) rather to 
improving the already uncontested 

ones. First, there is ambiguity in 
the role and outcomes of decision-
making involving government 
actors, profit and non-profit housing 
providers and residents. Secondly, 
inequality of political power have 
lead to hierarchical relationships 
focused on dominant actors 
eliminating a fair collaboration. 
Goals and strategies  are usually set 
from above rather than emerging 
from the negotiations between 
actors and users. Finally, there is 
a need for research to   evaluate 
and test the claims made about 
the benefits and efficacy of the 
current local governance system in 
securing community involvement 
and assisting social integration 
in complex urban regeneration 
programs and to explore the 
conditions necessary for these 
approaches to succeed.

I N T R O D U C T I O N
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2. El diseño de los marcos de operación activa y metodologias de acción
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3. La ejecución, coordinación y mediatización de procesos transformativos 
colectivos y comunales 


















